The stomach contents consisted of tenacious mucus of a whitish colour, which on microscopic examination showed fat globules and colostrum corpuscles. The stomach floated when placed in water before being opened.
The upper part of the small intestine was distended with air for a considerable distance, but contained no other contents. The rest of the small intestine was empty, and collapsed. The whole of the large intestine, including the caecum and appendix, were full of meconium.
There was a well-marked caput succedaneum in the left parietal and temporal region, and on reflecting the scalp the tissues here were found suffused with blood. The left parietal bone was fractured, the fracture running from the sagittal suture to the parietal eminence. The right parietal bone was fractured in two places, one fracture being in a similar position to that on the opposite side, and the other running from the fronto-parietal suture horizontally towards the eminence. There was also a fracture of the upper part of the left frontal bone. These fractures showed well-marked effusion of blood around the edges. The various cranial bones were well ossified at the sites of fracture.
There was a large meningeal extravasation of blood extending over the greater part of the left hemisphere of the brain.
From the above account it will be seen how slight were the changes produced in the lungs by respiration. Of the forty-six pieces into which they were divided, only thirteen floated, and of these, again, all except five pieces sank on the application of pressure. This latter fact indicates that the other pieces, which at first floated, could only have been very imperfectly distended, since no amount of pressure, short of destruction of the lung tissue, will drive the air out of a portion of fully expanded lung.
It is stated that respiration during the twenty-six hours of life was comparatively feeble, but still there is the fact that the child cried several times, both immediately after birth and also subsequently, so that the very slight evidence of the entrance of air into the lungs must be regarded as a remarkable circumstance.
The imperfect respiration cannot well be attributed to immaturity, since, judging from the length of the body, the condition of the nails, hair, and position of the testicles, it may be assumed that the child had almost certainly reached the thirtysixth week of development, an age which is, as a rule, quite consistent with vigorous respiration. In all probability, therefore, vertebra, there were two wounds of the skin, separated about 1 in. from each other, and curved in form, the concavities being directed upwards and towards the right side.
These wounds were less in length, but deeper than the abrasions on the front of the neck, and they showed in addition eccliymosis or extravasation of blood into the surrounding and deeper layers of skin. All these wounds bore a very strong resemblance in form and in size to injuries produced by fingernails.
There were no other marks of violence upon the body. On the posterior surface of the heart, and also on the surface of both lungs, there were several petechial ecchymoses or small extravasations of blood. The right side of the heart was distended with dark fluid blood. The lungs were of a light red colour, presented a "marbled" appearance, and were fully distended and crepitant in every part. On applying the hydrostatic test, they floated as a whole, and also when divided into numerous small pieces.
No portion sank even after the application of firm pressure. On these two grounds, therefore, namely, the evidence of full and free respiration having taken place, and the fact that the examination indicated an easy and rapid labour, the theory that death resulted accidentally cannot be entertained.
Attention has been directed by Fritsch and others to a distinction between marks produced during attempted self-delivery and those resulting from manual strangulation, namely, stress is laid upon the circumstance that the mother, in a case where the birth is delayed after protrusion of the head, is unable to grasp the neck easily, and is much more likely to lay hold of the face. Where, therefore, the face shows no indications of injury, and the marks are confined to the neck, this fact contra-indicates their production during an attempt at self-delivery. The position and form of such marks on the neck may also strongly negative a theory of self-delivery, as in one case in which
Strassmann found the concavities of the nail marks directed downwards, and therefore gave an opinion against the suggestion that they had been produced by the mother in trying to expedite the birth.
The only conclusion which the circumstances entitle us to arrive at is, that the child died as a result of manual strangulation, after it had been completely born, and therefore that the case was one of deliberate infanticide.
